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FANNIE RICHE PLANTATICH

Owmer
Dr. Jemes C, Roberts, New Roads, Le.

Architect
Unknown

Builder
Tnknown - Between 1825 and 1835

Pregent Condition
Good, but much altered

Number of Stories
Two

Mpterials of Construction
Cypress. Basement, brick. Cypress shingle roof.

Other Existing Records '
Chain of Title, Parish of Pointe Coupee, Court House,
New Roads, Louisians; also in possession of Dr. J. C.
Roberts and of i, T. Hewes, Notary Public, New Roads,
louisisna., FPhotographed in 1927 by Robert Tebbs.

Additional Deta

New Roads in Pointe Coupee Parish is one of the few portions of
Louisiena that to-day still has merked Irench oharacteristios, and,
though it is doubtful if eny of its buildings go back to the Frenoh
deys, epesmd what remasins was bullt in a tradition that hed been ine
herited, and, as is so interesting in Louisiana architecturs, the
older forms ere clothed in the details of the newer generation which
we.s fmericen. Fennie Riche (HABS No. Ls. 35) so well represents
this peculisr phese - & West Indian house raised higher than usual
with a porch on three sides. The roof is hipped with an over-hang
of cut brackets and on the front are two small dormers with engaged
oolumns similar to the mentels in the house. The attie was not

used as the only entrance is through s souttle. The usual two
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rooms, where may have been & porch. A staircase leads to the ground &
from the front porch, but it is modern end in subsequent renovations
the marks of the original steir were removed. This could have been
inside the porch &as was the early custom. A door for a reear stair
does not explsin itself, though it may hsve comnected to & detached
kitohen, a later arrangement that wes common in this neighborhood.

The deteils of the living room are most interesting and we are
curious as to the background of the men who did this work. While
some of the moldings are of esrly classicael revival extraotions, the
form of the mantel is early Louisisna, decorated in whet could be
called late colonial, particulerly in the Triple arches and the reed-
ing of the chimney breast. The compliceted cornice somehow has &
feeling of the West Indies, but no doubt it is derived from & late
18th century oolonisal model. The star and the moon in the panels
of the mahtel, somewhat out of scale, add another motive to this
polyzlot room. The mentels in the mimor rooms, simpler in deteil,
but with & variebty of reeds and panels give these rooms & more
native oharacter. Their large open firepleces, with the fire-brick
close to the woodwork, heve inherited from the early French a feel-
ing for scele snd fitness of purpose peculiar to these peocple,

The detail of the exterior casement doors is excellent and
the trensoms with segmented fen-lights with e star covering the
Joints of the muntins and the curious filling in with an ornameunt

of wood suggesting e wrought iron form are & pleamsing local addi-

tion.
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The lower brick columns, now sguare, were round with caps
common to the aresa; such a pilaster still exists and pileces of
round ecolumns were foun@ in the field. Above on the main floor
are the usual turned colomettes, though none too refined inm their
deﬁail. The bottom floor was used as & dining room, for remnants
of the panelling of the chimney breast were in place.

Feannie Riche is within 100 yerds of a levee thet has been of-
ten moved and similar houses were no doubt in the neighborhood, On
the grounds of the plantetion is & negro cabin built from remnants
of e similer house. The doorway has the identical fan-lights as
Fennie Riche end in the bedroom is a mentel similar to the ome
in the main house, but somehow the use of fillets and & restraint
of ornement and its color, a faded blue bromze green, distinguishes
this mantel.

The Survey has not been eble to investigate the titles to this
property. The legend is thet Fannie Riche was the colored unlawful
wife of & Pointe Coupee plantsr who willed the plantastion to her as
was & common praoctice. Prior to 1883 the property was owned by
Anite Cevelin who was said to have been colored.

Recently Fannie Riche has been modernized - an asbestos roof,
the dormers sre gone, the house lowsred to the ground, the mantels
thrown out with the exception of the main room where the larger open
fireplace has been closed in and the wells,. moldings etec. craftexed.

Tho Survey weas there none too scon.
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CHAIN OF TITLES
Book "C" 231 :
Entry 3483

ﬁA oertain tract of land situated in the Parish of Point Coupee,
known as the Femnnie Riche Plantation, fronting eight (8} erpents on
the Mississippi River, by a depth on the upper line of eighty (80)
arpents more or less, and a slightly less depth on the lower line ac-
cording to the titles of same, with buildings and improvements thereon,
bounded above by plantation of Bourgeeis and Stonsker, known as St,
hiaurice, snd below by 1aﬁds of Elie Iloupe, and in the rear by lands
acquired by purchase from Ernest B. liddleton, by act passed before
M. T. Hewes, N. P., Bov. 4, 1919, and recorded in the conveyanoe
reoords of the Parish of Pointe Coupes in Book ¢, p. 231, entry No.
3483,

This property lies in lateral sections ¢ -~ 10 and 69, Tovmship
4.30outh, Range 10, Dast.

Nov. 4, 1919. Dr, Jares C. Roberts scquired from Ernest B,
Wettleton - "A certain traot of land, known as the "Fannie Riche
FPlantetion", fronting eight (8) arpents on the Mississippi River,
by a depth on the upper line of 80 arpents and sliphtly less depth
on the lower line, with bulildings and improvements thereon: bounded
above by plantation of Bourgeoise and Stonaker, known as St, saurice;
below by lands of Elie lLoups, and in the rear by lands attached to
the plantations fronting on False River, being the same property esc-

quired by Lirs. Rooney from J, F, lossersnd, Dee, 16, 1895,
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Recorded Dee. 31, COB 1895, entry No. 17416 - $15,000,00.
Octeber 2, 1918 - Ermest B. Nettleton scquired from Pervis C. 2
HMajor, eight (8) erpents on the Missizsippi Rivér; a depth of 80
arpents on the lower line for $10,000.00.
| Februery 12, 1915, P. C. Mejor acquired from iirs. C. C. Rooney
by Sheriff's Sale,
Dec. 26, 1895, lrs. C. C. Rooney acquired from J, P, Gosserand,
COB 1895 « Entry 17416 -~ $10,000.00,

January 24, 1893. J, P, Gosserand scquired from Mnite Cavelier

for %6,250.00.

N, B.: &n gbatrect was not made due to the cleosing of the offiocs

in 1937, and since then funds have not been available for negses-

sary traveling expenses.
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Fannie Riche ?lantatioh,.New Roads
Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana

HARS Copy only (no negative) : _
Richard ¥och, Photographer - - 1927

MANTEL IN ROOM #6




